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Happy New Year 

Making It To The Finish Line 

Special Thanks! 

We would like to thank all of our 
supporters who believe in our 
mission and vision.   

Our supporters continue to give 
in every area we have identified a 
need.   

Without their dedication,  MITTFL 
would not be able to serve wom-
en and youth of Metropolitan 
Detroit who really  need our as-
sistance and guidance in Making 
It to the Finish Line.   

Again, we thank and commend 
you for your efforts and contribu-
tions. 

We look forward to our continued 
relationship with our supporters.   

Gladys Pearson 

When Things Get Tough 

 
You may not always have a 
comfortable life and you will 
not always be able to solve 
all of the world’s problems at 
once but don’t ever underesti-
mate the importance you can 
have because history has 
shown us that courage can 
be contagious and hope can 
take on a life of its own. –  
 

Michelle Obama 

We are well into the school year, I hope that by now your youth have 
set their goals of where they want to be and how they are going to get 
there. 

 

Hopefully they have evaluated what they can improve on and how they 
are going to do it. And what they need to do to get there. 

 

Our youth need to know that they first must have a plan to follow. With-
out a plan they will not be able to progress. In their plan they should 
have room for homework. A lot of youth don’t realize that homework 
doesn’t always come from school. Homework can be taking the time to 
study for a class that they are interested in or are having trouble with a 
particular subject. They can take time to study their notes. Sometimes 
youth don’t understand that homework comes  in different forms and it 
is their responsibility to do more than just their “assignments.” They 
also have to do more studying at home. 

 

As parents we have to make sure our youth devote ample time for 
studying at home. Parents should encourage their young people to go 
over and above what is expected at school. The key to a student’s suc-
cess is parental involvement. That will go a long way in helping them 
succeed in school and beyond. 
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Annual Fundraiser—2017 

We held our Annual Fundraiser in April, 2017. Our theme was Harlem Nights Dinner Dance and I must say 
that our supporters really came out in their Harlem Nights attire and they looked fabulous. Our supporters en-
joyed dancing the evening away. The music was provided by DJ Rue, our first female DJ. She did an excellent 
job providing music for the evening and keeping everyone on their feet. A good time was had by all Kudos to 
DJ Rue! 

 

This year’s annual fundraiser commemorated 16 years of serving the community. Since 2001 Making It To The 
Finish Line has been supporting women from all walks of life and mentoring youth ages 7-17 years old. 
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Young & Elegant Cotillion /Young & Debonair Boot Camp 

This year (2017-2018) we are trying a new format-the sessions are held the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the 
month. However, we will resume the former schedule of meeting on Sundays for two hours beginning with 
the 2018-2019 fall session. This timeframe seems to work better for our busy families. 

The participants go through a series of workshops such as: Etiquette 101, Why are grades important, self-
esteem, character building, enhancing their social graces, budgeting and ballroom dancing just to name a 
few. Each session is designed to prepare our participants on how to be good citizens, and role models for 
their peers. The boot camp is culminated by a Cotillion Ball which was held May 21, 2017. Participants earn 
points for completing everything they do in the boot camp. Points are awarded for attendance, bringing ma-
terials, assignments, attending events, etc. Participants who earn the most points are crowned Miss Young 
Elegant Cotillion & Mr. Young & Debonair. 

Our 2016-2017 winners were: 

Age group: 7-11 

 Makayla  Estes, Miss Young & Elegant Cotillion, Dove Academy, 5th grade 

 A’Sharie Johnson, 1st runner-up, Henry Ford Academy Elementary, 4th grade 

Age group: 12-17 

 Darian Jones, Miss Young & Elegant Cotillion, Detroit Edison Public School: Early College of Excel-
lence, Class of 2017 

 Angel Johnson-Irving, 1st Runner-up, University Prep Science & Math, 9th grade 

 Tre’Vonna Sherman, 2nd Runner-up, Cass Tech High School, 11th grade 

 Antonio Sherman, Mr. Young & Debonair, Conner Creek Academy, 6th grade 

All participants received awards from local political officials and awards from MITTFL. There awards were 
for their commitment to successfully completing the program. We wish each participant the best of luck as 
they go into 2018. 

We are well into our 2017-2018 year of the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair boot camp. Our 
youth are hard at work getting prepared for the upcoming Cotillion Ball that will be held on Sunday, May 20, 
2018. 

The price for our program is $300.00 per participant which includes a $50 nonrefundable registration fee. 
The financial responsibility covers the operational cost, materials, incentives, and snacks for the 9 months 
that we are in session. The Cotillion Ball sustains itself through the selling of tickets and ads that each par-
ticipant is required to sell. 

In researching other programs that are similar the cost is around $3,000 which includes Ball tickets that are 
priced at approximately $100 per person. 

Making It To The Finish Line chose to make our signature program the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & 
Debonair Boot Camp affordable because we know the need is crucial for our youth to experience the tradi-
tion of Cotillion. We know that our boot camp helps our youth to become successful, productive individuals. 
This empowers them to serve their communities as well as enhance their social skills, and build character 
which plays a major role in their success. 
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. 
Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair 

There is no price that you can put on a program such as the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair 
boot camp. Yes, the commitment is a big sacrifice but I think about what our youth gain from this type of 
program. We have things in place to help parents defray the cost of the financial responsibility for the par-
ticipants. 

We cannot stress how important it is to put youth in positive programs. We will be recruiting for our fall ses-
sion beginning in June, 2018. The application packet will be on our website: www.mittfl.org which you can 
download. We encourage parents to register their youth early to secure your spot. 

If you have any questions regarding the program don’t hesitate to contact Gladys Pearson, (313) 460-0596 
or visit our website: www.mittfl.org for more information on the organization. 
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Karai Day Fundraiser 

In July 2017 a fundraiser was held for a 12 year old young man who was diagnosed with Necrotizing 
Fasciitis, a flesh eating disease which resulted in both of his legs being amputated. Making It To The Finish 
Line along with several bike clubs [Hot Spot Rollers, GMOB, and Glow] joined forces to help Karai in his 
long journey. The “Karai Day” Fundraiser theme “We Ride So Karai Can Walk Again.”  To see the bike 
clubs in formation when they got ready to ride out from EARS Showplace was amazing. They were out in 
large numbers. We raised $700. Karai and his family were transported in a carriage. This was such a very 
nice touch. This will an Annual event. The tentative date for Karai Day is Saturday, July 21, 2018 at EARS 
Showplace. Save this date. If you did not attend last year, you do not want to miss this event this 
year. 



Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon-Saturday, October 28, 2017 
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Our luncheon was held on Saturday, October 28, 2017 at EARS Showplace. The participation was great 
this year. The luncheon program was so nice and up-lifting. We honored 9 survivors. They received person-
alized breast cancer bracelets made by Gladys Pearson, CEO-Founder of Making It To The Finish Line. 
The look on each survivors face was priceless. They were so happy to be honored. Going through the pro-
cess of cancer treatment is a journey. I see the survivors as great warriors. The purpose of the luncheon is 
to let them know they are not alone on this journey. The survivors rock! 

Our guest speaker, Ms. Gwen Burton, shared her testimony on her journey as a cancer survivor was so 
amazing. Ms. Burton made you realize how much we take for granted on a daily basis and how thankful we 
should be for the little things in life. 

We also had a testimony from Ms. Dawn Floyd, a young lady who is on a journey as well as being a breast 
cancer survivor. These ladies are true warriors and we want them to know they are not alone on their jour-
ney. We thank them for sharing their testimony with us at the luncheon. 
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Andrus AARP Award 

Making It To The Finish Line, CEO/Founder, Gladys Pearson, received a very prestigious award from AARP 
for her outstanding volunteer work with Making It To The Finish. She founded Making It To The Finish Line 
in 2001. Her passion and mission of working with youth ages 7-17 sharing with them that no matter what 
challenges they face, they can Make It To The Finish Line. 
 
Gladys Pearson faced a challenge in her life and she wanted to help others realize that no matter what they 
can Make It To The Finish Line. 
 
Making It To The Finish Line was started because Gladys carried a secret for 32 years. She felt that if she 
shared her secret that it could help others male  or  female. Making It To The Finish Line is a volunteer ori-
ented organization. There are no paid employees and the organization works out of pocket. Gladys is a vol-
unteer as well. 
 
Gladys was selected from a group of 30 other nominees from Michigan. This award is given to one individual 
from each state. Her award was presented at the Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon which was held on 
Saturday, October 28, 2017 at EARS Showplace. Gladys was overwhelmed in receiving this award. 
 
If you would like to know what Gladys’ 32 year secret is, you will want to purchase her book “My Journey 
Making It To The Finish Line.” You can find the book order form on the Making It To The Finish Line website: 
www.mittfl.org She is also available for speaking engagements. Contact her at (313) 460-0596. 

Annual Tools For School 

Our Annual Tools for School program was held in August, 2017. It was a big success again. Our supporters 
came through again and we were able to provide 200 youth from the Hamtramck community with book 
books filled with supplies to help them begin the 2017-2018 school year. 

No child should have to worry about not having the proper tools for school. Kudos to all who helped to make 
our annual tools for school a big success. To The EARS Showplace family, we cannot express how humble 
we are for all your support over the years. 

Holiday Baskets 

Each year MITTFL donates Christmas baskets to families who are in need. This Holiday Season we pro-
vided breast cancer survivors with holiday baskets. We would like to thank Monique Gonzales who referred 
the breast cancer survivors. Ms. Gonzales picked the baskets up and delivered them to those who couldn’t 
pick the baskets up themselves. Kudos to Ms. Monique! 

We also had two families that lost loved ones. One of the families had four children who lost their mom just 
before Thanksgiving and the other family lost a loved one to violence. We were able to give both families 
food baskets and toys for the kids. 

On Christmas Eve the weather was so bad but God made away for us to deliver the baskets and toys to 
the families. The appreciation that each family showed was priceless and the bad weather didn’t keep us 
from making sure they had a good holiday. Thank you to those who donated toys for the kids. All of you 
rock. 

Special thanks to my daughter Cassandra Bettis, grandson, Demetrius Bettis and granddaughter Leah Bet-
tis for going with me to deliverer the baskets. You all rock. 



Annual Lock-in 

Each year we provide an activity for young ladies to come together in sisterhood. Our lock-ins have been 
so successful that we are extending an invitation to young ladies grades 6-12. If the young ladies have 
younger siblings who would like to attend they can, females only, but they must stay with their older sib-
ling. The lock-in will be on Saturday, February 24, 2018, doors open at 6 pm and lock promptly at 7 
pm. Participants have to be picked up promptly by 10 am, Sunday, February 25, 2018 due to an-
other activity. Parents please be mindful of the pick-up time.  

Our lock-ins are very well chaperoned and there are age appropriate activities for the duration of the lock 
in. For all guests the lock-in is $10.00 per person. This is an opportunity for young ladies to meet 
other young ladies of like mind. The registration form is on our website: www.mittfl.org   and the $10.00 
must accompany the registration form. All registrations have to be received by February 10, 2018. If pay-
ing by check, the check must clear before your young lady can attend. My suggestion would be to pay by 
money order, made payable to: Making It To The Finish Line or MITTFL. Mail to Making It To The Finish 
Line, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI 48212 

Annual Theme Fundraiser 

We will be celebrating 17 years of serving women from all walks of life, the community and mentoring 
youth ages 7-17. Wow where has the time gone? 

On Saturday, April 28, 2018, our Annual Theme fundraiser “Masquerade Prom Redo Gala” will be held. 
If you missed your prom this is a good opportunity for you to come out and join us in your prom attire. We 
will be crowning a prom king and queen and all you have to do is sell as many tickets as you can. The sale 
of individual tickets will determine who will be crowned. 

For ticket information, contact Gladys Pearson, at (313) 460-0596. You will not want to miss this event. I 
hope to see you there. I did not attend my high school prom. This year I will be in my prom attire and get to 
see what going to the prom is all about. 

Making It To The Finish Line Radio Show 

Tune in every 1st & 4th Tuesday of each month to the Making It To The Finish Line radio show on 
bodymindspiritradio.com where I am host along with co-host, Chef Sand of Big Will’s Smokehouse. We air 
from 7 pm to 8 pm. and we are also on Facebook Live. 
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MITTFL is….. 

Gladys Pearson, MAOM/MAED/SPED—Founder/CEO 

 Board of Directors                                                                                      Honorary Board Member 

 Emma White, M. A., President                                                                     Roderick Edwards [AKA DJ Rod] 

 Linda Woods, Vice President 

 Deborah Pritchett, Secretary                                                                         Advisory Committee 

 Marlene Burdette, M.S.A., CFO                                                                     Alfred J. Hall, Corporate Sponsor, President of 

                                                                                                                         EARS Financial Services 

Members At-Large                  **Dr. Ortheia Barnes**  

 Gloria Anderson                                                                                              William O. Pearson, Jr. 

 Cassandra Bettis 

 Gloria Cousins 

 Anna Flowers 

 Jennifer Pasha 

 Tracey Meek 

**Deceased**                                                                    

 

Mission Statement 

The goal of “Making It To The Finish Line,” is to mentor youth ages 7-17 

by empowering them through training, motivation, 

encouragement, and support to reach their highest potential. 

Give, 

But don’t allow yourself 

to be used. Love, But  

Don’t allow your heart to be abused. 

Trust, But don’t be naïve. Listen, 

But don’t lose your 

(own voice) 

-Unknown- 
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Saturday, February 24, 2018, 6:00 p.m. until Sunday, February 25, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 
Girls grades 6-12 [Your child must be picked up promptly on Sunday by 10 am.] Join us for an ex-
citing evening of songs, mentoring, games, food, and meeting new friends, building a sisterhood and 
loads of fun as we revive ourselves and learn to know, speak, and be Young & Elegant. 

 
For more information call Gladys Pearson, (313) 460-0596. Come and join us learn about our program!!!   
Doors open for check in at 6:00 p.m., doors close promptly at 7:00 p.m. They are to bring sleeping bags, 
pillows, covers and toiletries. Donation for non-Young & Elegant Cotillion guest: $10.00 must be 
paid with Lock-in registration form mailed by Friday, February 9, 2018. All cell phones have to be 
checked in upon arrival. Will be returned when picked up. No exceptions.  Mail to Attn.: Lock-in, 
Making It To The Finish Line, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI 48212. All checks have to clear be-
fore youth can attend. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Making It To The Finish Line – Young & Elegant Cotillion Lock-in 
Registration Form 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Last Name    First   Birth date     
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Home Address      City   State  Zip Code 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact   Relationship   Address 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact Home Number  Cell Number  Other Number 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent or Guardian: ________________________________________ Date: ______________________ 
AUTHORIZED to be PICK UP BY 
Please list name and contact numbers for people authorized to pick your child up from Making It To The Finish Line 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name     Daytime phone #    Relationship 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name     Daytime phone#    Relationship 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name     Daytime phone #    Relationship 
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Name_____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone_________________________________________________ 

 

Membership 

I have enclosed $__________________for my annual membership fee. 

 

Fundraising 

 

You may make a donation via our website: www.mittfl.org    as a tax-deductible contribution-to the full extent of the 
law. 

 

Please check by your interest Area: 

Volunteering _____    More General Information ______ 

Joining as a Participant _______   I have materials to donate, please contact me _____ 

 

 

MITTFL 

Phone: 313-460-0596 

Fax: 313-877-8340 

Email: mittfl@att.net 
Website: www.mittfl.org /Facebook.com/mittfl 

2140 Holbrook 
Hamtramck, MI 48212 
 

Making It To The Finish Line 


