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Happy Mother’s Day 

Making It To The Finish Line 

Special Thanks! 

We would like to thank all of our 
supporters who believe in our 
mission and vision.   

Our supporters continue to give 
in every area we have identified a 
need.   

Without their dedication,  MITTFL 
would not be able to serve wom-
en and youth of Metropolitan 
Detroit who really  need our as-
sistance and guidance in Making 
It to the Finish Line.   

Again, we thank and commend 
you for your efforts and contribu-
tions. 

We look forward to our continued 
relationship with our supporters.   

Gladys Pearson 

Maya Angelou on 
Measuring Life 

 
“Life is not measured 

by the number of 
breaths we take, but by 
the moments that take 

our breath away.” 
 

~Maya Angelou~ 

A Poem For Mother's 

 

For nine months our mothers carried us 

in their womb. 

And all we could do was to  

hope to come out soon. 

And we thank you mother for 

giving us the gift of Life. 

It was a beautiful thing for you 

to make that sacrifice. 

Your love for us was true and  

all I can do is thank God for you, 

because without your love, we could 

be lost. But you gave us true love 

and paid the cost. 

We thank God for our mother's for 

not letting us be lost. 

 

Happy Mother's Day 

 

To all the Mom's for paying the cost. 

 

                                                                                                                         

By Mookie Bettis 
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From the Corner of the Founder/CEO, Gladys Pearson 

We are well into 2018. Where has the time gone? There are so many things happening; I don’t know 
where to start. 
 
One thing that stands out is the many threats being made on our schools by young people.  Students are 
using social media to announce a shooting or other violent events at  school.  The authorities are crack-
ing down and have vowed to prosecute the perpetrators of these announcements.  I really don’t think our 
youth feel that this is a serious matter. They don’t realize they face serious penalties which will change 
their lives forever.  The consequences they face will affect everyone in their family- especially their par-
ents. 
 

I have seen on the news that the youngsters making these threats are as young as eight. Can you pic-
ture an eight year old doing time in prison?  I can’t. But those who are caught and convicted are facing 
some serious consequences. How do we as adults get them to understand that schools are suppose to 
be safe learning environments?   
 
As parents we must be assertive and monitor what our youngsters are doing on social media.  We must 
pay attention and talk with our young people.  Parenting is not easy.  There are times that we must seek 
the help of others to help with our kids.  I believe in the saying, “It takes a village” to help raise our kids.  

Kamani Readus –2011 Kamani Readus—2018 

Leah Bettis –2011 

Leah and the Lioness Legacy –2018 

Leah-2016 
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Spotlight Continue 

It really does my heart good when I hear of past Young & Elegant Cotillion young ladies who are 
doing positive things. I can remember from my Board of Education days how I always volunteered 
to mentor youth. One of the first initiatives that I volunteered for was a workshop called “Welcome 
To The World of Job Technique.”  I felt that our youth  needed to be prepared for the real world. All 
through my career I have had a passion to mentor youth. 
 
Our Young & Elegant Cotillion Boot Camp was started in 2009 with the vision of mentoring young 
ladies to help enhance their social skills through a series of workshops which would help them to 
be successful in today’s world. 
 

The two young ladies who are being put in the Spotlight because of their accomplishments as they 
continue on their journey to greater things in life are: 
Kamani Readus  and Leah Bettis.  Kamani was in our program from 2010 through 2011.  She was 
the smallest in our program, and very quiet but as time went on Kamani blossomed into a very 
pretty young lady and excelled in the program. 
 
This is what her mother has to say about Kamani:  “As a “Proud Mother” of a “Young Beautiful 
Black Girl”, it has always been my devoted commitment and mission to love, teach, support, and 
inspire my child. Every day I remind her of how beautiful, smart and extremely valuable she is.  I 
pray for my “Brown Girl” and despite instilling these principles I had no idea it would be so hard to 
teach her true inner beauty and self-worth, which I also struggled with as a teenager. 
 
In 2011, I researched programs that would assist in that journey.  Making It To The Finish Line 
[MITTFL] was the program I discovered, and not only did it exceed our expectations, but to my sur-
prise it was in the inner city. 

 

We started the 5 month Boot Camp. The wide range of sessions she attended was excellent.  I be-
lieve, as a parent, the knowledge and  tools ”we” gained were second to none. 

 

Upon successfully completing the program, the ladies had the pleasure of attending a Cotillion 
Ball. The ladies were dressed up in beautiful white gowns and pearls and they were simply breath 
taking…..again I was so proud! Our entire family was able to witness as they displayed their tal-
ents and lifelong skills. The daughters danced the night eloquently away as they were escorted by 
their fathers. Priceless!  The night ended with a tribute, thanks and remarks from parents and staff.  
To top the night off , Kamani  was crowned ‘Ms Young and Elegant Cotillion – 1

st
 place!  We could 

not have been more happy.  More importantly all the ladies won that night.  We all walked away 
with “etiquette, poise, greater self-esteem, coping skills and an experience of a lifetime! 

 

Today Kamani is a sophomore at Grosse Pointe High School, a faithful member of New Life 
Worldwide Ministries under the leadership of  Pastor D.L Hartville and the founder and CEO of Doll 
Me Up Kouture, LLC.  She is a success story, intentionally pressing towards the finish line.” 
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. 
Spotlight Continue 

Thank you, Gladys Pearson and your wonderful staff.  You are a testament to what giving back to 
our community can achieve. We will forever be grateful for your contribution.  May God continue to 
Bless You! 

Tia C. Gant 

 

The second young lady is Leah Bettis, who started in the program at the age of six when the 
Young & Elegant Cotillion began. The program at that time was for young ladies who were the age 
of 13-17. But Leah, who is also my granddaughter, always wanted to go with her Nana.  Even 
though she was just 6, I let her attend the sessions because she wanted to participate. How could 
I say no?  She started attending every Sunday with the other young ladies and believe it or not; 
Leah did better than some of the older girls. 

 

Each year I could see that Leah was participating more and more especially when it came to our 
talent show. She had enough confidence to want to participate at that early age. She wanted to 
dance and she did. She wanted to praise dance at one of our fundraisers and she did. Being in 
the program gave Leah the confidence that she could do anything she put her mind to. 

 

Leah’s mom is an entrepreneur and Leah always wanted to help her with the business and she 
did. She would make very good suggestions to her mom. She would volunteer for Making It To 
The Finish Line for various events and she earned her 200 volunteer hours which is a requirement 
for high school graduation. 

 

Leah decided that she wanted to have her own business. She started with Candy Cakes by Leah. 
Then she became the Shoe Shine Princess and now Leah is back with Candy Cakes by Leah. 
She was featured on Channel 2 News with Taryn Asher on March 30, 2014 for her Candy Cakes 
by Leah. 

 

Today Leah’s business is growing.  I can see that in the future she is going to be a great business 
woman. 

 

Leah has also enhanced her dancing skills by becoming a part of a group called the Lioness Leg-
acy. They will be performing at our 9

th
 Annual Cotillion Ball on Sunday, May 20, 2018. 

 

My hat is off to both Kamani Readus and Leah Bettis. These programs work. I encourage parents 
all the time to put their youth in positive programs. These young ladies would not be where they 
are without the guidance of their moms Tia Gant and Cassandra Bettis. Moms keep on doing what 
you are doing. 

 

Each issue of our newsletter will “Spotlight” our youth which encourages them to continue on their 
journey. 
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Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot Camp 

We are well into our 2017-2018 year of the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair boot camp. Our 
youth are hard at work getting prepared for the upcoming Cotillion Ball that will be held on Sunday, May 20, 
2018. 

The price for our program is $300.00 per participant which includes a $50 nonrefundable registration fee. 
The financial responsibility covers the operational cost, materials, incentives, and snacks for the 9 months 
that we are in session. The Cotillion Ball sustains itself through the selling of tickets and ads that each partic-
ipant is required to sell. 

In researching other programs that are similar the cost is around $3,000 which includes Ball tickets that are 
priced at approximately $100 per person. 

Making It To The Finish Line chose to make our signature program the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & 
Debonair Boot Camp affordable because we know the need is crucial for our youth to experience the tradi-
tion of Cotillion. We know that our boot camp helps our youth to become successful, productive individuals. 
This empowers them to serve their communities as well as enhance their social skills, and build character 
which plays a major role in their success. 

There is no price that you can put on a program such as the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair 
boot camp. Yes, the commitment is a big sacrifice but I think about what our youth gain from this type of pro-
gram. We have things in place to help parents defray the cost of the financial responsibility for the partici-
pants. 

We cannot stress how important it is to put youth in positive programs. We now recruiting for our fall session 
which starts on  Sunday, September 9, 2018. The application packet is on our website: www.mittfl.org which 
you can download. We encourage parents to register their youth early to secure your spot. 

If you have any questions regarding the program don’t hesitate to contact Gladys Pearson, (313) 460-0596 
or visit our website: www.mittfl.org for more information on the organization. 

Spring Vendor Fair—Saturday, May 12, 2018 

We are holding a Spring Vendor Fair focusing on Mother’s Day. If you are having a hard time de-
ciding what to get your mom, grand mom, or that special individual who is like a mom to you, at-
tend our vendor fair and let us help you decide. We will have vendors who specialize in jewelry, t-
shirts, Candy Cakes by Leah, Sunglasses, leggings and more.  There will be a variety of items for 
you to choose from. 

 

We are still looking for vendors who specialize in the following: Gift baskets, Color Street, Pam-
pered Chief, Lip Sense, Shea Butter/Sugar Scrub, Avon/Mary Kay, It Works and Hair Bundles. If 
you are interested, visit our website for more information and registration form. www.mittfl.org or 
contact coordinators: Gladys Pearson, (313) 460-0596 or Cassandra Bettis, (313) 718-5581. The 
cut off for registration is April 30, 2018 or until we have our quota for the above vendors. So join 
us.  Sign-up, show-up and Sell. 

 

The event will start from 4 pm to 8 pm at EARS Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI 48212. 
[inside of the former UAW Local 235 building]. 

http://www.mittfl.org


9th Annual Cotillion Ball 
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We will be holding our 9
th
 Annual Cotillion Ball on Sunday, May 20, 2018 at EARS Showplace, 

2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI [inside of the former UAW Local 235 building]. Our youth will be 
showcasing their talent and what they have achieved during the nine months of the program. 
Come out and give our youth your support. Tickets are $25 per person and tax deductible to the 
full extent of the law. Dinner is included. Visit our website for more information on this event. 
www.mittfl.org  

Karai Day—Saturday, July 21, 2018 

We will be celebrating the Annual Karai Day.  Karai has made incredible strides in his quest to 
walk. Karai is a true example of what a warrior is and we as adults can learn from him. Karai will 
be walking across the stage for his 8

th
 grade ceremony. Karai we are proud of you.  We are look-

ing forward to Karai Day being held at EARS Showplace from 2 pm to 6 pm. 

New York Turn-Around Trip—Friday, October 12-14, 2018 

We are again sponsoring the New York Turn-Around Trip.  We have been doing these trips since 
2007 and they have been very successful. We do these trips every two years. If you have never 
traveled with us, you do not know what you are missing. 

We travel to various spots in New York. This time we will be stopping at the Garment District, the 
Leather District and Harlem. You will be able to shop until you drop. If you have not reserved your 
seat you still have time. The total cost of the trip is $150 and $25 non-refundable deposit to re-
serve your seat. For registration form visit our website at www.mittfl.org or you can contact Gladys 
Pearson, at (313) 460-0596 

http://www.mittfl.org
http://www.mittfl.org
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Annual Fundraiser—2018 

Save the Date – Making It To The Finish Line Annual Theme Fundraiser has been postponed. 

Our new date is Saturday, November 10, 2018 at EARS Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, 
MI [inside of the former UAW Local 235 bldg.]. Our theme is:  “Black & White Evening Affair.” We 
look forward to seeing you in your finest black and white attire. Invitations will follow. Tickets are 
$25.00 per person which includes dinner and dancing to the sounds of a guest DJ. Your donation 
is tax deductible to the full extent of the law. We hope that our supporters will join us as we cele-
brate 17 years of serving women from all walks of life, mentoring youth ages 7-17 and serving the 
community. We will be honoring individuals with the CEO Award. 
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MITTFL is….. 

Gladys Pearson, MAOM/MAED/SPED—Founder/CEO 

 Board of Directors                                                                                      Honorary Board Member 

 Emma White, M. A., President                                                                     Roderick Edwards [AKA DJ Rod] 

 Linda Woods, Vice President 

 Deborah Pritchett, Secretary                                                                         Advisory Committee 

 Marlene Burdette, M.S.A., CFO                                                                     Alfred J. Hall, Corporate Sponsor, President of 

                                                                                                                         EARS Financial Services 

Members At-Large                  **Dr. Ortheia Barnes**  

 Gloria Anderson                                                                                              William O. Pearson, Jr. 

 Cassandra Bettis 

 Gloria Cousins 

 Anna Flowers 

 Jennifer Pasha 

 Tracey Meek 

**Deceased**                                                                    

 

Mission Statement 

The goal of “Making It To The Finish Line,” is to mentor youth ages 7-17 

by empowering them through training, motivation, 

encouragement, and support to reach their highest potential. 

On Life Success 

“I’ve come to believe that each of us has a personal calling 

that’s as unique as a fingerprint – and that 

the best way to succeed is to discover what 

you love and then find a way to offer it to 

others in the form of service, working hard, 

and also allowing the energy of the universe 

to lead you.” — Oprah Winfrey 
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Name_____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone_________________________________________________ 

 

Membership 

I have enclosed $__________________for my annual membership fee. 

 

Fundraising 

 

You may make a donation via our website: www.mittfl.org    as a tax-deductible contribution-to the full extent of the 
law. 

 

Please check by your interest Area: 

Volunteering _____    More General Information ______ 

Joining as a Participant _______   I have materials to donate, please contact me _____ 

 

 

MITTFL 

Phone: 313-460-0596 

Fax: 313-877-8340 

Email: mittfl@att.net 
Website: www.mittfl.org /Facebook.com/mittfl 

2140 Holbrook 
Hamtramck, MI 48212 
 

Making It To The Finish Line 


