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Special Thanks! 

We would like to thank all of our 
supporters who believe in our 
mission and vision.   

Our supporters continue to give 
in every area we have identified a 
need.   

Without their dedication,  MITTFL 
would not be able to serve wom-
en and youth of Metropolitan 
Detroit who really  need our as-
sistance and guidance in Making 
It to the Finish Line.   

Again, we thank and commend 
you for your efforts and contribu-
tions. 

We look forward to our continued 
relationship with our supporters.   

Gladys Pearson 

The kind of beau-
ty I want most is 
the hard-to-get 
kind that comes 

from within - 
strength, cour-
age, dignity. -

Ruby Dee 

We are well into summer and I hope everyone is enjoying their summer 
thus far. I hope parents have their youth in positive summer programs. 
As parents, we want to be a friend to our youth.  Trying to be friend and 
parent just does not work. 

 

Personally, when I was raising my kids they did not have a say in what I 
wanted them to do.  That is just the way it was and they turned out ok. 
The social media has really taken over our youth. There is so much 
negative and not enough positive. I realize that things have changed.  
However some things never change and that is being a parent. There is 
no book that tells you how to raise your kid.  Most of us go by how we 
were raised. And that’s ok.   

 

We know what is best for our kids, even though they may think that we 
don’t understand what they go through daily. I believe they think we 
were never their age.  Yes, we were our kids’ age once and it was not 
always easy for us.  We had peer pressure, but our parents were usual-
ly the “final word.”  I must admit that we did not have social media or 
cell phones. 

 

Just think if social media were not available how much better off the 
youth would be. Sure they would experience peer pressure but it would 
not be to the extent that they experience it today. Putting them in posi-
tive programs that teach them how to work through conflicts, how to in-
teract with peers and adults would help.  As they get older they will look 
back and say “I am so glad that my parent was strong enough to in-
volve me in something positive.”  We as parents could save ourselves a 
lot of grief just by being a strong parent and not trying to be a friend to 
them. Parents can have good communications with their children-even 
in those challenging situations when we have to say “no.” A parent’s 
responsibility is to provide for their children and to guide them.  This 
takes sacrifice, common sense and patience. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruby_Dee
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Kristian Degree 

Hazel Park High 
School 

Terra Moore 

Southfield A & T High 
School 

Semaj Ray 

University Prep High  

School 

Good luck as you embark on your new journey! 

Tre’Vonna Sherman  

Cass Tech High 
School 

To: Monique Griffin Gonzales, Synthia Bryant, Bruce Jack-
son, Jaquilla Hughes, LaShauna Lowry, Shirley Thompson, 
Karen Graham, Jackie Roman and Beverly Rue. 

We are most humble for your support and believing in our 
mission for supporting our Facebook Fundraiser. 
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Spotlight Continue 

Comments from parent/participants 

“A wonderful experience for our youth. It was a joy seeing them excited about attending the meet-
ings and all the things they learned from the experience.” 

Connie Estes, Grandparent 

 

“I was so happy winning my first trophy.  The ball was fun and I liked going to the dance rehears-
al.”  

Ethan, Participant 

 

“My third year in the program and I have learned a lot. The activities are awesome. The lock- in is 
a lot of fun. The ball-- getting dressed up also a lot of fun. Ready for our new program.” 

Makayla, Participant 

 

One Dollar Campaign 

 

A 12 year old girl was taken advantage of. This resulted in her carrying a secret for 32 years. She 
used that negative experience and turned it into a positive. She shares her secret with females 
young and old.  Ultimately, she started a program to help young ladies to overcome any obstacle 
they may face. She sponsors a boot camp which runs from September until May.  She calls the 
boot camp “The Young and Elegant Cotillion Boot Camp. The focus of this program is to mentor, 
inspire and motivate young ladies and young men to reach their highest potential through weekly 
seminars such as:  personal finance and budgeting, conflict resolution skills, the importance of get-
ting good grades and character education.  She is reaching out to you to help raise much needed 
funds to defray the cost of the program to parents. The registration fee for each participant is $300.  
We are seeking $1.00 donations. Please share this campaign with your family and friends. You 
can donate through our website: www.mittfl.org  With your donation of $1.00 we can make this 
campaign a success. Thank you. Every young lady should have the opportunity to experience the 
tradition of the Cotillion. 

By the time you read our newsletter the Facebook Fundraiser will be over. August 10, 2018 is the 
last day. However, you can still donate through our website. Because of the secret that I carried for 
32 years, I always promised myself that I would reach out and support as many young ladies as I 
possibly could.  I have done that with the grace of God. But it is on my heart to reach out to others 
who are able to identify with what I as a 12 year old girl went through and the trauma that I experi-
enced.  If this had been you or someone close to you wouldn’t you want someone to reach out and 
give much needed support? I hope you find it in your heart to donate. Our program will be back in 
session on Sunday, September 9, 2018. It is our goal to have 20 young ladies. We will continue on 
our journey of Making It To The Finish Line whether we meet our financial goal or not because that 
is what God wants us to do. Please help us reach our financial goal of raising $2000 so that young 
ladies can participate in the program and assist parents with the financial support they need. We 
are so humble and thankful for all the support that we receive. 

http://www.mittfl.org
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. 
Spring Vendor Fair 

Spring Vendor Fair 

Our Spring Vendor Fair was a great success!  There were 10 vendors and the turnout was great. 
We would like to acknowledge the vendors: Pharors By Phyllis; Cstarr Enterprise; Caking; May & 
Medeleine; Damsel in Defense; The Londeeva Collection; Legging Army by D’Latise/D’Latise LLC; 
Red Aspen Lashes; Paparazzi Jewerly, Pamela Broadnax. 

We thank you for making our vendor fair a success and we hope that this experience was every-
thing that you wanted it to be. Stay tuned Holiday Vendor Fair coming up. More information will be 
coming. 

 

9
th

 Annual Cotillion Ball 

Each year the Cotillion Ball is awesome and each group is unique in its own way. 

This year, the second time since the inception of the Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair 
Cotillion Ball, we felt it was appropriate to have a “Senior”  Ms. Young & Elegant Cotillion. 

We have a grandmother who has been so dedicated in bringing her grandchildren to the program 
for each session. She has done this for three years by attending every outing and making sure 
that her grandchildren are there for all sessions for the 9 months duration of the boot camp.  

We are so thankful for grandparents because some go beyond the role of grand parenting. They 
say “It takes a whole village to raise a child.”  Grandparents are a vital part of the village. 

I congratulate Mrs. Connie Estes for being crowned Miss “Senior” Young & Elegant Cotillion. I 
wished you could have seen her expression. It was priceless. 

Mrs. Connie Estes is a positive role model for parents and grandparents.  She takes an active role 
in the lives of her grandchildren.  Their success in school and in the program is directly correlated 
to her involvement.  Kudos to her!! 

Our Cotillion Ball was held on Sunday, May 19, 2018 at EARS Showplace and each participant 
did a great job of showcasing what they learned for the 9 months of the boot camp. Pictures are 
on Facebook.com/mittfl in the photo album. When you have time visit Facebook and check them 
out. 

Our 2018 winners: 

7-11 group: Miss Young & Elegant Cotillion: Makayla Estes, has been the winner for the last 
three years. She has faced many challenges but still was able to retain her crown. Makayla is 
much deserving of the title. She has a great support system. 

1
st

 runner up: A’Sharie Johnson, A’sharie has been in the program for 3 years. She is awesome 
with  a very outgoing personality. I can see that in the future she is going to be Miss Young & Ele-
gant Cotillion for her age group.  2

nd
 runner up: Summer Savage, was a new participant and 

she had a lot of catching-up to do. Because she was in the program; I saw great potential in Sum-
mer.  I know when she returns we are going to see the growth she’s made. 

12-17 group: Miss Young & Elegant Cotillion: A’Sharay Johnson, this was her second year in 
the program. During her first year, she mostly kept to herself but she did what was expected of her 
in the program. I approached her to see if she was coming back and  A’ Sharay decided that she 

Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot Camp 



Page 5 3rd Edition 

Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot Camp 

A’Sharay decided that she needed a break which was ok. 

When she decided to return, I have to tell you I did not know this A’Sharay.  She was more confi-
dent in herself and she interacted more. She shared why she came back and how she had more 
confidence in herself. The title that she won for her age group was very deserving because of the 
growth that she displayed. She even acquired a talent that was outside of her comfort zone. 

1
st

 runner up: Jada Benfore, who was new to the program, did a very good job. Jada came 
right in and started interacting and doing what was expected of her. We look forward to having Jada 
return to the program. Because Jada will be going to high school, the program can be very benefi-
cial for her. 

Mr. Young & Debonair: Ethan Estes won by default. He was the only young man in the pro-
gram. But I must say that Ethan did a great job. He was only a 1

st
 grader and was the only young 

man who participated. Ethan is going to go a long way as he continues on his educational journey. 

So you see we had a great group of youth in the 2017/2018 boot camp. We hope to see all partici-
pants return as well as our new participants. 

Recruiting – Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot Camp 

We are recruiting for our fall session. We have slots for 20 young ladies and our focus is on the ag-
es 12-17 group. We are still accepting the ages 7-1l group. We want our focus to be more on the 
ages 12-17 group of young ladies because they are experiencing more in life and we want to be 
able to give them the support that they need. 

We are encouraging parents to take advantage of our early bird special to reserve their spot for 
their youth. Visit our website: www.mittfl.org for the application packet.  Complete and return with 
registration fee. You do not want to miss out on this great opportunity. 

We hope to see you and your youth on Sunday, September 9, 2018 at 5 pm at EARS Showplace, 
2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI 48212 [contact number: 313-460-0596] 

New York Turn-Around Trip – Friday, 12-14, 2018 

To those who had anticipated going on this fabulous trip, we had to cancel the trip due to lack of 
participation. We needed 35 participants. We only had 23 and we had to abide by the guidelines in 
order to receive our deposit from the transportation company in order to fully refund your money. 
This was a hard decision to make because most of the 23 were return travelers. We hope that this 
will not discourage you from traveling with us in the future. We will be planning another trip for 
2019. We want to thank each of you for considering traveling with us. 

http://www.mittfl.org


9th Annual Cotillion Ball 
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Pictures are worth a 1000 words. 
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Annual Fundraiser—2018 

Save the Date – Making It To The Finish Line’s Annual Theme Fundraiser will be held on 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 at EARS Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI [inside of 
the former UAW Local 235 bldg.]. Our theme  a “Black & White Evening Affair.” We look forward 
to seeing you in your finest black and white attire. Formal invitations will follow soon.  The donation 
is $25.00 per person which will include dinner and open dancing to the sounds of a guest DJ. Your 
donation is tax deductible to the full extent of the law. We hope that our supporters will join us as 
we celebrate 17 years of serving women from all walks of life, mentoring youth ages 7-17 and 
serving the community. We also will be honoring individuals who are very deserving of the 
”Looking for Gladys” Award, CEO Award and  other special awards. 

Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon –Saturday, October 27, 2018 

We are looking for Breast Cancer Survivors to honor at our Annual Breast Cancer Awareness 
Luncheon. If you know of someone or you are a breast cancer survivor, please contact Gladys 
Pearson at (313) 460-0596 or you can email the information to mittfl@att.net   Include the 
person’s name and address so that we can send them a formal invitation. I need to receive this 
information by October 5, 2018 or sooner. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. Tickets will be on sale starting September 1, 2018. For more information on how to 
purchase tickets contact Gladys Pearson, (313) 460-0596. 
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MITTFL is….. 

Gladys Pearson, MAOM/MAED/SPED—Founder/CEO 

 Board of Directors                                                                                      Honorary Board Member 

 Emma White, M. A., President                                                                     Roderick Edwards [AKA DJ Rod] 

 Linda Woods, Vice President 

 Deborah Pritchett, Secretary                                                                         Advisory Committee 

 Marlene Burdette, M.S.A., CFO                                                                     Alfred J. Hall, Corporate Sponsor, President of 

                                                                                                                         EARS Financial Services 

Members At-Large                  **Dr. Ortheia Barnes**  

 Gloria Anderson                                                                                              William O. Pearson, Jr. 

 Cassandra Bettis 

 Gloria Cousins 

 Anna Flowers 

 Jennifer Pasha 

 Tracey Meek 

**Deceased**                                                                    

 

Mission Statement 

The goal of “Making It To The Finish Line,” is to mentor youth ages 7-17 

by empowering them through training, motivation, 

encouragement, and support to reach their highest potential. 

 

“The magic is to surrender to God’s dream for 
you. Quit fighting and pushing 

against and disallowing against 
and stop trying to tell the Creator 
what you’re supposed to do. Get 
still and know that His dream is 

for you.” — Oprah Winfrey 

https://www.essence.com/2016/07/03/oprah-keynote-speech-essence-festival


Page  9 3rd Edition 

If you purchase your ticket using cash app, please provide your email so 
that your ticket can be emailed to you. Look forward to seeing you at this 
great event. 
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Name_____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone_________________________________________________ 

 

Membership 

I have enclosed $__________________for my annual membership fee. 

 

Fundraising 

 

You may make a donation via our website: www.mittfl.org     

as a tax-deductible contribution-to the full extent of the law. 

 

Please check by your interest Area: 

Volunteering _____    More General Information ______ 

Joining as a Participant _______I have materials to donate, please contact 
me _____ 

 

 

MITTFL 

Phone: 313-460-0596 
Fax: 313-877-8340 
Email: mittfl@att.net 
Website: www.mittfl.org /Facebook.com/mittfl 

2140 Holbrook 
Hamtramck, MI 48212 

Making It To The Finish Line 


