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Girls Makeup Expo 
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Special Thanks! 

We would like to thank all of our 
supporters who believe in our 
mission and vision.   

Our supporters continue to give 
in every area we have identified a 
need.   

Without their dedication,  MITTFL 
would not be able to serve wom-
en and youth of Metropolitan 
Detroit who really  need our as-
sistance and guidance in Making 
It to the Finish Line.   

Again, we thank and commend 
you for your efforts and contribu-
tions. 

We look forward to our continued 
relationship with our supporters.   

Gladys Pearson 

“Every great dream be-
gins with a dreamer. 

Always remember, you 
have within you the 

strength, the patience, 
and the passion to 

reach for the stars to 
change the world.” 

 
Harriet Tubman 

 



We are having our first Annual Girls Makeup Expo. We were all teens at one time and we all faced issues 
of good skin care, and how to properly apply make –up.  Our total appearance was very important to us. 
The young ladies of today are no different. 
 
MITTFL has a team of women who have been meeting to put on this great initiative to help our young la-
dies in these areas as well as learn about sisterhood. The age group we will be focusing on is young la-
dies ages 12-18. Our volunteers will provide information and services in those areas to help our girls en-
hance their beauty. This event is free.  Participants will receive manicures, tips on taking care of their 
skin, and how to apply eyelashes and appropriate make-up tips for their age group. The girls will hear 
from their peers regarding entrepreneurship while they wait to receive their services. Food will be availa-
ble for purchase and they will learn about sisterhood and other programs that MITTFL has to offer. 
 
Parents this is a free event.  Advance registration is required. Registration form can be found on 
our website: www.mittfl.org  Register your young lady early so that she will have her spot. Registration 
ends on August 17, 2019. No exceptions. Registration forms received after August 17, 2019 will go on 
our waiting list. 
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From the Corner of the CEO 

We are well into the summer. School is out, and parents are looking for meaningful programs for 
their youth. There are many positive programs for youth; and positive programs work. You can look 
in the Metro Parenting Magazine, your neighborhood recreation centers and on social media. 
 
MITTFL has been in existence for 18 years and it has not been easy. I know that if it was easy, eve-
ryone would have a non-profit.  Our biggest challenge is financial and fundraising. I am sure there 
are other organizations that face the same problems especially if it is not a well- recognized organi-
zation.  I’ve always been told if you work together that more can be accomplished. 
 
Well, I have tried to bring together other groups who seem to have the same problem of fundraising 
and having the finances to run an organization. I met with the CEO’s of several non-profit’s to see if 
it was beneficial for us to fundraise together. Guest what? It was a big disaster.  No one was fo-
cused on why we were meeting. And the meeting went in a totally different direction. No one really 
talked about the fundraising. It has come to me that some women cannot get anything done as a 
group because we don’t know how to work together. I find that men have much better results than 
women.  I don’t understand this.  We are so petty, and argumentative. Nothing ever really gets 
done. When it comes to raising money, every organization can use money. I feel as CEO’s, working 
together for the same common cause to raise money for our organizations that we could see our 
way through in order to help our individual organizations.   
 
This brings me to another observation; we are supposed to be role models for our youth- especially 
our females but you know what?  They are just like us adults. They cannot get along with one an-
other either. They cannot work together just like the adult females they see in us.  I often wonder 
how we expect for the younger females to get along with one another when we as adult females 
can’t get along. We, as female’s, should realize that it is possible to work together if we just keep in 
mind more can be accomplished  if we learn to work as a team. Then we can share with our young-
er females that they can do the same. We have to realize that our younger females follow what we 
do as adults. 

http://www.mittfl.org
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From the Corner of the CEO Cont. 

 

I have reached out to several female CEO’s to see if they would be interested in working together 
to raise much needed funds for our organizations.  I am hoping that these ladies will understand 
that by working together, we can raise the much needed funds to assist our organizations to reach 
the goals that we have set. 

 

This last year was very challenging for the program.  I wanted to just throw in the towel. This pro-
gram has been in existence for 10 years, and after much reflection, I can see it is time for a face 
lift. I have met with two of our volunteers to share with them what my vision is and to get their input 
on where we need to go from here.  We see that we need new sessions to keep our participants 
engaged.  Also, we want to focus more on the age group; 11-17.  I feel that this age group can 
benefit  more from a program such as ours.  
 
After 10 years of research and observation, I have come to the conclusion that when these kinds 
of programs are presented to parents who have the money, the girls and their parents are all in.  
Middle class families have been providing these types of programs for their young ladies since the 
1940’s when the Cotillion was considered as a way for young ladies to enter society. The Cotillion 
preparation and the culminating ball was a way for African American upper and middle class fami-
lies to “showcase” their young ladies talents and beauty.  Parents, at that time, didn’t mind paying 
the fee for this type of program. These upper and middle class families pay approximately $3,000 
for a Cotillion program today.   
 
The Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair program that we offer for a fraction of the costs, 
$300, is a better “fit” for our participants and we get even better results.  Our parents don’t realize 
the value of the benefits that our participants receive.  Oftentimes, we have to beg our families to 
keep up with the fees.  The participants have many options as to how the fees can be paid. And 
the fees are spread out over the duration of the 9 month program.  
 

I realize after 10 years some things may not be working and we need to make some changes. I 
call these changes a face lift. After meeting, the volunteers and I; decided to add new sessions 
and delete some sessions that we felt were no longer working.  The sessions that will be added 
are; (a discussion) Why are young ladies running away from home? Self-esteem issues; Bridging 
the gap between parent & youth; (a discussion) sex-trafficking; (a discussion) the suicide rate. 
These are some topics that are relevant today. Other new sessions to be added: Jr. Shark Tank, 
participants will create a business. They will present their business to the sharks and will be 
judged on their presentation. Two individuals will be selected to receive scholarships to open their 
businesses.  Reading literacy – participants will learn why it is so important to comprehend what 
they have read.  Financial Literacy – Participants will discuss why good credit is important, credit 
card traps, etc. Participants will learn cursive writing, something that is not taught in school any-
more.  

Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot Camp 
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Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot Camp Cont. 

Fun activities that will be included:  field trips, spa day, photo shoot, tea party, annual lock-in, dance 
and much more. 
 

Registration is now open. Our goal is to have a minimum of 10 young ladies.  We are accepting new 
participants.  Space is very limited. We encourage parents to register early to secure their spot. The 
application packet can be downloaded from our website: www.mittfl.org or you can contact: Gladys 
Pearson, (313) 460-0596. 
 

 

 

 

Our Tools for School Drive has started and it will end August 15, 2019. We need donations of new 
book bags so that no student will be without the proper tools for the upcoming school year.  Dona-
tions can be dropped off at EARS Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI 48212. You can con-
tact Gladys Pearson at (313) 460-0596 for the times that you can drop off your donations. Monetary 
donations are accepted through cash app: $mittfl or through our website: www.mittfl.org   
 
 

All donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. This is our 17
th
 Annual Tools for School 

give-away. Our “Tools for School” give-away will be held on Saturday, August 17, 2019 beginning at 
10 am on a first-come first-serve basis. Children must be accompanied by a parent. Sorry no excep-
tions. The giveaway will end when all items have been distributed. We thank all of our supporters 
each year for making this initiative such a great success! 

 
Our 4

th
 Annual Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon will be held on Saturday, October 26, 2019 

from 1 pm to 4 pm., at EARS Showplace, 2140 Holbrook, Hamtramck, MI 48212. This year we will 
be honoring all cancer survivors. If you are a cancer survivor, or know someone who is a cancer 
survivor, and would like to attend the luncheon, please contact: Gladys Pearson, at (313) 460-0596. 
Make sure to leave contact information and please speak clearly if leaving a message. The lunch-
eon is $10 for guests. We want our survivors to know they are not alone. Visit our website for more 
information on this event. www.mittfl.org  

Tools For School 

Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon 

http://www.mittfl.org
http://www.mittfl.org
http://www.mittfl.org
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Sip & Paint 

 

Get ready for a fun evening of networking.  Sipping & Painting. You will have 
so much fun at this event on Saturday, August 10,  2019 from 4 pm to 8 pm. Dona-
tion is $35 per person which includes all materials and light refreshments. Tickets 
are now on sale and can be purchased through cash app: $mittfl or through our 
website: www.mittfl.org Tickets will be on sale through July 31, 2019. After July 31, 
2019 tickets will be much higher. 
 
The first person to purchase a ticket will receive a prize. Guest what we had a win-
ner. Congratulations to Rene who purchase the first ticket. There will be some oth-
er give-a-ways at the Sip & Paint. 

http://www.mittfl.org


10th Annual Cotillion Ball 
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Pictures are worth a 1000 words. 
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From time to time we like to showcase our former and pre-
sent Young & Elegant Cotillion participants. It is an honor 
to showcase our former Miss Young & Elegant Cotillion of 
2013. Ms. Leah Bettis, who was in the program from age 7 
until she started high school. Leah is now a senior at Oak 
Park High School majoring in their Nursing Program. Leah 
also holds a job at CK Mediterranean Restaurant in South-
field, MI. Leah is also an entrepreneur: she was inter-
viewed on Channel 2 with Taryn Asher for her candy 
cakes, she was also a shoe shine princess and now she is 
going to have her own clothing line “Leah Paige Collec-
tions”. When our youth is doing something positive and 
news worthy we want to do everything that we can to help 
them be successful as they can be. Leah has had a great 
role model her mom Chef Sand of Big Will’s Catering. So 
stay tuned and she will be having a grand opening and we 
want everyone to come out and give her the support that 
she needs. Congratulations Leah you are a black girl that 
rocks. 
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MITTFL is….. 

Gladys Pearson, MAOM/MAED/SPED—Founder/CEO 

 Board of Directors                                                                                      Honorary Board Member 

 Emma White, M. A., President                                                                     Roderick Edwards [AKA DJ Rod] 

 Linda Woods, Vice President 

 Deborah Pritchett, Secretary                                                                         Advisory Committee 

 Marlene Burdette, M.S.A., CFO                                                                     Alfred J. Hall, Corporate Sponsor, President of 

                                                                                                                         EARS Financial Services 

Members At-Large                  **Dr. Ortheia Barnes**  

 Gloria Anderson                                                                                              William O. Pearson, Jr. 

 Cassandra Bettis 

 Gloria Cousins 

 **Anna Flowers** 

 Jennifer Pasha 

 Tracey Meek 

**Deceased**                                                                    

 

Mission Statement 

The goal of “Making It To The Finish Line,” is to mentor youth ages 7-17 

by empowering them through training, motivation, 

encouragement, and support to reach their highest potential. 

 

“ Lots of people want to ride in the limo, but what 
you want is someone who will 

take the bus with you when the  

limo breaks down.” 

 

 — Oprah Winfrey 

https://www.essence.com/2016/07/03/oprah-keynote-speech-essence-festival
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Calendar 

August, 2019 

 

Saturday, August 10, 2019—Sip & Paint, tickets $35 per person includes materials , 
4 pm to 8 pm 

Saturday, August 17, 2019—Tools for School Give-Away—10 am, Children must be 
accompanied by a parent. No exceptions. 

Saturday, August 24, 2019—Girls Makeup Expo, girls ages 12-18, 1 pm to 5 pm. 
Free Event. Advance registration required, registration ends 8-17-2019. 

 

September, 2019 

 

Sunday, September 8, 2019—Young & Elegant Cotillion/Young & Debonair Boot 
Camp resumes at 5 pm. Early registrations will receive a 10% discount off the regis-
tration fee of $50.00. Space is limited. 

 

October, 2019 

Saturday, October 26, 2019—Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon—1 pm to 4 pm 

Sunday, October 27, 2019—Community Halloween Party—2 pm to 4:30 pm. Free 
event. Youth ages 6-12.  Young & Elegant participants are hostesses. 

 

November, 2019 

Saturday, November 30, 2019—Harvest Dance—8 pm to 1 am. Tickets $5.00 

 

Save The Date—Saturday, may 2, 2020—MITTFL  Annual theme fundraiser “A Day 
At The Derby” celebrating 19 years. 

 

All events will be held at EARS Showplace. Visit our website for more information 
on our organization. www.mittfl.org  
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Name_____________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

              ___________________________________________________ 

Telephone_________________________________________________ 

 

Membership 

I have enclosed $__________________for my annual membership fee. 

 

Fundraising 

 

You may make a donation via our website: www.mittfl.org or Cash app: 
$mittfl    as a tax-deductible contribution-to the full extent of the law. 

 

Please check by your interest Area: 

Volunteering _____    More General Information ______ 

Joining as a Participant _______ 

I have materials to donate, please contact me: ____________ 

Contact number: ___________________ 

 

 

MITTFL 

Phone: 313-460-0596 
Fax: 313-877-8340 
Email: mittfl@att.net 
Website: www.mittfl.org /Facebook.com/mittfl 

2140 Holbrook 
Hamtramck, MI 48212 

Making It To The Finish Line 


